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Many older documents are written in cursive.

This diary entry was written by a real person named Clifford Quick.
Clifford lived in Muncie, Indiana and attended Muncie High School.
He wrote this diary during his adolescence. This passage is from
December 25, 1923. A passage is a section of writing.

Can you transcribe the passage into print? To transcribe means to
make a copy of something, especially so that it can be accessed or
understood in a different way. In this case, you will be transcribing
Clifford’s diary from cursive to print. Be careful. Clifford is not a very
good speller. You can find the answer on page 6.

Reading cursive writing is like reading a code.
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Explore the diary of Silas Adin Lingo, age 12.

This diary was kept by Silas Adin Lingo who lived in Decatur County, Indiana. He kept this journal from 1875 - 1881. He was
twelve years old when he started keeping this diary. This diary is over 140 years old! Can you see some damage to the diary?

Use a magnifying glass to compare his writing with the transcript. Do you think the transcript is correct? Researchers are
often careful to check the original document instead of just reading a transcript, in case the person who made the transcript
(also known as the transcriber) made a mistake.

How is Silas’s life similar to yours? How is it different? At 12 years old, was Silas in school? What did he do for fun?

Page 3

This is a transcript of Silas’s diary:
Journal for 1875

Diary kept by me Adin Lingo

Junior beginning the 6th of April 1875

April

6th Su. Helped-inthe-garden- Played all day.
7th Mo. Helped in the garden

8th Tu. Done a few little jobs around home

9th w. worked in the garden

10th Th. Read a good deal and done a few [jobs]
11th Fr. Read some and worked some [cross outs]
12th Sat. Done a few little jobs around home.
13th Su. Read some and-dene-a-fewittlejobs:
14th Mo. done a few little jobs around home.
15th Tu. done a few little jobs around home.
16th w. read nearly all day at home

17th Th. read a right smart on this day

18th Fr. read a good deal on this day

19th Sat. Helped chop wood all day

20th Su. Helped-chep-wood-all-day—read all day.




Silas is now 14. How has he changed?

Because Silas kept a diary for so long, we can see him grow up. At age 14 he has important responsibilities
like grocery shopping and keeping track of money. He writes in much longer sentences now and has more
to say. Use a magnifying glass and the transcript to read what Silas wrote on August 3rd, 1877.

This is a transcript of Silas’s diary:
Diary for the year 1877

August

3d Fr.  Clearall day. It looked smoky

around like Indian summer though.

| went up to Williamstown this
[afternoon] and got groceries to
the amount of $1.20. | went down
to Henry Sefton’s after dinner
and got six pounds of meat (.75)
and two pounds of butter (.25).
Total of expenses for the day
$2.20. Pap worked in the garden
some preparing turnip ground
and helped Peek finish his
limekiln. All well and hearty.
Very hot as it has been for some

time, though it is cool at night.

Aresearcher might read this and have lots of questions. Where is Williamstown, Indiana? Who is
Henry Sefton? What do you have to do to prepare turnip ground? Who is Peek? What is a limekiln?

If you keep a diary, what words would future researchers have a hard time with? Do you think people
140 years from now will know what Instagram is? Or Alexa and Siri? Or texting?
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Read Iris Baughman’s World’s Fair diary.

In 1904, St. Louis hosted the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, also
known as the St. Louis World's Fair. The fair was an enormous
event that lasted over seven months. At the fair people could
learn about arts and cultures from many different countries.

Iris Baughman was about 9 years old in 1904. She visited the St.
Louis World's Fair and kept this little notebook about her
experience. She lived in Monon and Rensselaer, Indiana before
moving to Oklahoma. later in life. The transcript has been started
for you. Use a magnifying glass to try to complete the transcript.
Sometimes the writing in old documents fades away. That is
happening to Iris’s diary. See page 6 for the whole transcription.

Aug 18, 1904,

Started from ten fifty-five and arrived at

Lafayette at about 12 o’clock.

| saw the where the

of was ,

crossed the river

| saw a tour at the to-night
all . All the
were too.

(Continue on next page)
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Finding more

manuscripts
to explore

Believe it or not, you probably have some interesting manuscripts in your house or in the house of a
relative. While it is never okay to read someone else’s diary without permission, your parents
might have old school work they can show you or your grandparents might have letters from their
youth. You can learn a lot about your family from old hand-written recipes or photo albums. You
can also visit the Indiana State Library or your local public library to find manuscripts on topics that
interest you like sports, the history of your county, famous people, or arts and culture.

Iris Baughman diary - continued from previous page.

In the

building saw

[models] of

ox cart ____shipand

best.

All images used with permission: Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, IN. 2019
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