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qîŠǋ�ūŕēĚƑ�ēūČƭŞĚŠƥƙ�îƑĚ�ǅƑiƥƥĚŠ�iŠ�ČƭƑƙiǄĚ. 

This diary entry was written by a real person named Clifford Quick. 
Clifford lived in Muncie, Indiana and attended Muncie High School. 
He wrote this diary during his adolescence. This passage is from 
December 25, 1923. A passage is a section of writing. 

Can you transcribe the passage into print? To transcribe means to 
make a copy of something, especially so that it can be accessed or 
understood in a different way. In this case, you will be transcribing 
Clifford’s diary from cursive to print. Be careful. Clifford is not a very 
good speller. You can find the answer on page 6. 

¤ĚîēiŠĳ�ČƭƑƙiǄĚ�ǅƑiƥĿŠĳ�iƙ�ŕiŒĚ�ƑĚîēiŠĳ�î�ČūēĚ.� 
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This diary was kept by Silas Adin Lingo who lived in Decatur County, Indiana. He kept this journal from 1875 - 1881. He was 
twelve years old when he started keeping this diary. This diary is over 140 years old! Can you see some damage to the diary?  

Use a magnifying glass to compare his writing with the transcript. Do you think the transcript is correct? Researchers are 
often careful to check the original document instead of just reading a transcript, in case the person who made the transcript 
(also known as the transcriber) made a mistake.  

How is Silas’s life similar to yours? How is it different? At 12 years old, was Silas in school? What did he do for fun? 

dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝůĂƐ͛Ɛ�ĚŝĂƌǇ͗ 

:ŽƵƌŶĂů�ĨŽƌ�ϭϴϳϱ 

�ŝĂƌǇ�ŬĞƉƚ�ďǇ�ŵĞ��ĚŝŶ�>ŝŶŐŽ� 

:ƵŶŝŽƌ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ϲƚŚ�ŽĨ��Ɖƌŝů�ϭϴϳϱ 

�Ɖƌŝů 

ϲƚŚ���� ^Ƶ͘��� ,ĞůƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘��WůĂǇĞĚ�Ăůů�ĚĂǇ͘ 

ϳƚŚ���� DŽ͘��� ,ĞůƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ 

ϴƚŚ��� dƵ͘��� �ŽŶĞ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ůŝƩůĞ�ũŽďƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ŚŽŵĞ 

ϵƚŚ���� t͘��� ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ 

ϭϬƚŚ��� dŚ͘��� ZĞĂĚ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ĚĞĂů�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽŶĞ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�΀ũŽďƐ΁�� 

ϭϭƚŚ��� &ƌ͘��� ZĞĂĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�΀ĐƌŽƐƐ�ŽƵƚƐ΁ 

ϭϮƚŚ�� ^Ăƚ͘�� �ŽŶĞ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ůŝƩůĞ�ũŽďƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ŚŽŵĞ͘ 

ϭϯƚŚ�� ^Ƶ͘� ZĞĂĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽŶĞ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ůŝƩůĞ�ũŽďƐ͘ 

ϭϰƚŚ��� DŽ͘� ĚŽŶĞ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ůŝƩůĞ�ũŽďƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ŚŽŵĞ͘ 

ϭϱƚŚ�� dƵ͘�� ĚŽŶĞ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ůŝƩůĞ�ũŽďƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ŚŽŵĞ͘ 

ϭϲƚŚ t͘ ƌĞĂĚ�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�Ăůů�ĚĂǇ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ 

ϭϳƚŚ dŚ͘ ƌĞĂĚ�Ă�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƐŵĂƌƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚĂǇ 

ϭϴƚŚ &ƌ͘ ƌĞĂĚ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ĚĞĂů�ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚĂǇ 

ϭϵƚŚ ^Ăƚ͘ ,ĞůƉĞĚ�ĐŚŽƉ�ǁŽŽĚ�Ăůů�ĚĂǇ 

ϮϬƚŚ ^Ƶ͘ ,ĞůƉĞĚ�ĐŚŽƉ�ǁŽŽĚ�Ăůů�ĚĂǇ��ƌĞĂĚ�Ăůů�ĚĂǇ͘ 

/ǊƎŕūƑĚ�ƥĺĚ�ēĿîƑǋ�ūĲ�¬Ŀŕîƙ��ēĿŠ�gĿŠĳūɈ�îĳĚ�Ȃȃɍ Page 3 



Because Silas kept a diary for so long, we can see him grow up. At age 14 he has important responsibilities 
like grocery shopping and keeping track of money. He writes in much longer sentences now and has more 
to say. Use a magnifying glass and the transcript to read what Silas wrote on August 3rd, 1877. 

dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝůĂƐ͛Ɛ�ĚŝĂƌǇ͗ 

�ŝĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ϭϴϳϳ 

�ƵŐƵƐƚ 

ϯĚ����&ƌ͘��� �ůĞĂƌ�Ăůů�ĚĂǇ͘�/ƚ�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ƐŵŽŬǇ 

 ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ůŝŬĞ�/ŶĚŝĂŶ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͘ 

 /�ǁĞŶƚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�tŝůůŝĂŵƐƚŽǁŶ�ƚŚŝƐ 

 ΀ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ΁�ĂŶĚ�ŐŽƚ�ŐƌŽĐĞƌŝĞƐ�ƚŽ 

 ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�Ψϭ͘ϮϬ͘�/�ǁĞŶƚ�ĚŽǁŶ 

 ƚŽ�,ĞŶƌǇ�^ĞŌŽŶ͛Ɛ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĚŝŶŶĞƌ 

 ĂŶĚ�ŐŽƚ�Ɛŝǆ�ƉŽƵŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĂƚ�;͘ϳϱͿ 

 ĂŶĚ�ƚǁŽ�ƉŽƵŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ďƵƩĞƌ�;͘ϮϱͿ͘ 

 dŽƚĂů�ŽĨ�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ 

 ΨϮ͘ϮϬ͘�WĂƉ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ� 

 ƐŽŵĞ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚƵƌŶŝƉ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ 

 ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�WĞĞŬ�ĮŶŝƐŚ�ŚŝƐ� 

 ůŝŵĞŬŝůŶ͘��ůů�ǁĞůů�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂƌƚǇ͘ 

 sĞƌǇ�ŚŽƚ�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƐŽŵĞ 

 ƟŵĞ͕�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŽů�Ăƚ�ŶŝŐŚƚ͘ 

  
 

¬Ŀŕîƙ�Ŀƙ�Šūǅ�Ȃȅɍ�Oūǅ�ĺîƙ�ĺĚ�ČĺîŠĳĚēɎ 

A researcher might read this and have lots of questions. Where is Williamstown, Indiana? Who is 
Henry Sefton? What do you have to do to prepare turnip ground? Who is Peek? What is a limekiln?  

If you keep a diary, what words would future researchers have a hard time with? Do you think people 
140 years from now will know what Instagram is? Or Alexa and Siri? Or texting? 
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In 1904, St. Louis hosted the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, also 
known as the St. Louis World’s Fair. The fair was an enormous 
event that lasted over seven months. At the fair people could 
learn about arts and cultures from many different countries. 

Iris Baughman was about 9 years old in 1904. She visited the St. 
Louis World’s Fair and kept this little notebook about her 
experience.  She lived in Monon and Rensselaer, Indiana before 
moving to Oklahoma. later in life. The transcript has been started 
for you. Use a magnifying glass to try to complete the transcript. 
Sometimes the writing in old documents fades away. That is 
happening to Iris’s diary. See page 6 for the whole transcription. 

¤Ěîē�TƑiƙ��îƭĳĺŞîŠɫƙ�ØūƑŕēɫƙ�GîiƑ�ēiîƑǋɍ 

�ƵŐ�ϭϴ͕�ϭϵϬϰ͕ 

^ƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺ��ͺͺͺͺ�ƚĞŶ�ĮŌǇ-ĮǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ�Ăƚ� 

>ĂĨĂǇĞƩĞ�Ăƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϭϮ�Ž͛ĐůŽĐŬ͘ 

/�ƐĂǁ�ƚŚĞ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

ŽĨ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ǁĂƐ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ͕�ͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺ 

ĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ͘ 

/�ƐĂǁ�Ă�ƚŽƵƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ���ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ƚŽ-ŶŝŐŚƚ 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�Ăůů�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺ͘��ůů�ƚŚĞ� 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ǁĞƌĞ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺͺͺ�ƚŽŽ͘ 

;�ŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ŽŶ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƉĂŐĞͿ 
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/ƌŝƐ��ĂƵŐŚŵĂŶ�ĚŝĂƌǇ�-�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ�ƉĂŐĞ͘ 

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƐĂǁ�ͺͺͺͺͺ 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�΀ŵŽĚĞůƐ΁�ŽĨ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ͕ 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺ�Žǆ�ĐĂƌƚ�ͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺ�ƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ� 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ͘�/�ͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

ďĞƐƚ͘ 

�ůů�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ͗�ZĂƌĞ��ŽŽŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�DĂŶƵƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ͕�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ�^ƚĂƚĞ�>ŝďƌĂƌǇ͕�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂƉŽůŝƐ͕�/E͘�ϮϬϭϵ 

dƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ůŝīŽƌĚ�YƵŝĐŬ͛Ɛ�:ŽƵƌŶĂů�
�ŶƚƌǇ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ŽŶ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�Ϯϱ͕�ϭϵϮϯ͘ 
 
/Ɛ�ĐŽŽů�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂŝƌ͘�ZĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ� 
ƌĂǌŽƌ͕�ƐŚŝƌƚ͕�ƐŽǆ͕�ďĞĚ� 
ƌŽŽŵ�ƐůŝƉƉĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ� 
ƟĞƐ͘�^ƚĂŝĚ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ�Ăůů� 
ĚĂǇ͘�tĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞĚ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ŝŶ� 
ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘ 

dƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�/ƌŝƐŚ��ĂƵŐŚŵĂŶ͛Ɛ���ŝĂƌǇ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ŽŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϭϴ͕�ϭϵϬϰ 

 

�ƵŐ�ϭϴ͕�ϭϵϬϰ͕ 

^ƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŚŽŵĞ�Ăƚ�ƚĞŶ�ĮŌǇ-ĮǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ�Ăƚ� 

>ĂĨĂǇĞƩĞ�Ăƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϭϮ�Ž͛ĐůŽĐŬ͘ 

/�ƐĂǁ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƩůĞ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƩůĞ 

ŽĨ�dŝƉƉĞĐĂŶŽĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĨŽƵŐŚƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�/ 

ĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�tĂďĂƐŚ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ƚǁŝĐĞ͘ 

/�ƐĂǁ�Ă�ƚŽƵƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌůĚƐ�&Ăŝƌ�ƚŽ-ŶŝŐŚƚ 

ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ăůů�ůŝŐŚƚĞĚ�ƵƉ͘��ůů�ƚŚĞ� 

ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ůŝŐŚƚĞĚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽŽ͘ 

 /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ� 

ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ� 

ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƐĂǁ��Ăůů 

ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŵŽĚůĞƐ�ŽĨ� 

ƚƌĂǀĞů 

ĨƌŽŵ�ĂŶ�Žǆ�ĐĂƌƚ�ƚŽ�Ă� 

ƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐŽŵŽƟǀĞ͘ 

/�ůŝŬĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŶǇ�ĐĂƌƚƐ� 

ďĞƐƚ͘ 
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Believe it or not, you probably have some interesting manuscripts in your house or in the house of a 
relative. While it is never okay to read someone else’s diary without permission, your parents 
might have old school work they can show you or your grandparents might have letters from their 
youth. You can learn a lot about your family from old hand-written recipes or photo albums. You 
can also visit the Indiana State Library or your local public library to find manuscripts on topics that 
interest you like sports, the history of your county, famous people, or arts and culture. 

GiŠēiŠĳ�ŞūƑĚ� 
ŞîŠƭƙČƑiƎƥƙ� 
ƥū�ĚǊƎŕūƑĚ 


